Famine Population Empirical Background Handout

3 Scenarios: (Lincoln Star 11/30/94)

“A business-asugual  scenario
points do looming shortages of food™
said Massachuselts lastitule of Tech-
mlogy Professor Wenry Kendall, the
Hobel winner, and David Plmentel,
Cornell professor of jnseci ecology
and agnicullural seiences. Their re-
portiwas sponsored by the Union of
Concerped Scientists .

Urderthe middle of three UN. esti-
mates of growth, the lation will
double to more than 19 bitlien by 2020,

® The presemt course: Population
inereases to 10 billlon and there is a 50
pepeent increase in sannval grain pro-
duction by 2040 with world per ¢apita
grain producilen decreasing aboyt 20
yercent 5 ‘et
Alrica, China and India, with half
the wortd's population by 2050, “will
face particularly scvere problems.” .
* 'esslmistic:  Popelation grows
Atrnaximurn estimated bevel 1o 13 bl
Hion by 105 and per capifa food pro-
duction would fall by 49 pereent - ©
“There bs,.in this scenario, - hiltle
hape ol providing adequate food. foc
the majority of humanity by the mid
dic or later decades of the period

® Optimistic: “Populntion ug\;lh
i

‘slabilizes more rapidly and is ¥

len In 2050: “Then grain produciison
adequale for the populailion might be
achievable, This would requice a near
doubling of loday's production™ | -
They sael it woild alto require 1hat
grain be used largely as (ood for poo-
ple with Kttle used for animal ledd.

The article appeared In Ambla: en-

virenment journal of the Royal Swed:

ith Acadeiny of Sciences.

(from 5/31/92 New York Times)
(From 1/17/93 New York Times):

Same Drought, Ditferent Impact

Percentage decine in lood production per
person lrom 1079-G1 (before the drought) lo

1083.84

Severe lamioe } -11.0% m
Severo loming b <12.5% m
Noloming B -17.0%
R

.
No famine, dechne in moatiny tate.
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Agriculture and Food — Agricultural Production: Per capita food production index (base year 1999--2001)
Units: Percent of 1999-2001 food production average per capita

Reverse years
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World
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World | 101.4 [100.7 | 100.1| 1003 | 99.6| 97.6| 96.8| 96.0| 93.2| 92.6| 91.4| 92.0| 90.6| 92.0| 91.2] 89.3| 89.5| 90.5| 90.0]

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQ). 2004. FAOSTAT on-line statistical service.

FAO.

Available on-line at http://apps.fao.org. Rol

Eosn hitp ://c?ar"h‘l‘-’cm!' WO

. . EarthTrends Data Tables:
Agricultural Production Agriculture
Sources: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQ) and
Food
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Cereals Roots and Tubers
Agricultural production Production Yield Pulses Production Production
index (1989-1991 = 100) Percent Percent Percent
Total (000  Change kg per . . Change Total (000 Fercent Total (000  Change Meat Production
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hina includes Tanwvan.
b. Data relating 10 Kashmir-Jammu, whose final status has not yet been determ ned, are generaly included under India and excluded from fig ires for Fakistan Data for Sikkim are ncudad under India.
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€. Most data for recenl yea's include 1hose from East Timor.
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359 21,581




